Harborlight Happenings

April 13, 2018

Dear HNS Families,
After a long winter, signs of spring are always wonderful to behold! We feel a sense of youth, a
sense of new growth and a sense of life! Preschoolers are natural scientists and explorers. They
are drawn to nature because it enables them to use their senses, to take an active part in
learning, and to make observations and predictions as they create their own sense of the world
around them.
Some questions we tend to ask children when they are exploring are:
What do you see?
What do you think?
What do you wonder?
It has been said, “Education begins the moment we see children as innately wise and capable
beings. Only then can we play along in their world.” Therefore, I encourage you to ask open
ended questions when reflecting with your child. Questioning this way will enable your child to
tell his/her story, and to make sense of his/her world, not just answer questions to complete
your story. If we ask questions that can be answered with a simple “yes” or “no” we may not
truly learn our child(ren’s) theories.
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As we approach April vacation, and begin to see signs of spring, here are a few fun ways to
explore nature with your child:
1. Go for a scavenger hunt
2. Follow an ant trail
3. Observe a tree throughout the seasons
4. Press flowers and leaves
5. Explore holes, tracks, and mud
6. Explore seeds
7. Start a collection
8. Plant a small garden (either indoors or outdoors)
9. Go on a “listening walk”
10. Play outside!
Did you know that outdoor play enhances many aspects of the whole child, including but not
limited to: social-emotional, linguistic, sensory, and physical development? Some ways we have
been engaging with nature in our classrooms are by exploring the first signs of spring. Whether
planting seeds, making predictions, or holding a part of nature for the first time, these are all
important parts of the process. In the Red Room, the children conducted an experiment with
carrot tops and made predictions to see if they could sprout in water. In the Blue Room the
children hypothesized what would happen if they planted seeds in dirt, among rocks, in
charcoal, and even in play dough. In the Green Room the children ventured outdoors for a
nature walk and observed flowers, trees, bird feeders, and even a view of the ocean. Extended
Care will be starting a unit about insects, gardening, and weather when we return from the
break.
Please make time this spring to “discover what the outside world may be!”
Kindly,
Jessie Vogel
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UPCOMING DATES:
April 16-20: NO SCHOOL- April Vacation
April 23: School Resumes
May 4: Family Night (in the Gym; drop-in with your child between 6:00pm-7:30pm)
May 15-16: Once Upon A-Thon (on the Playground-annual fundraiser for HNS)
May 28: NO SCHOOL- Memorial Day
June 7-8: Closing Programs for Parents & Special Friends (in the Gym at 10:00am- students will
be dismissed immediately following the Program Days— NO EXTENDED CARE on these days)
OTHER NEWS/NOTES:
• T-Shirts are still for sale! Do you have your HNS T-shirt yet? This is a great way to show your
pride in our program. Please stop by the office to purchase a t-shirt if you haven’t already.
• At Harborlight Nursery School we recognize each child’s birthday by giving them a crown,
and offering them a chance to choose a toy from our birthday surprise basket. We will be
recognizing any students with a summer birthday at the end of our school year. There will be
two days designated to children who celebrate their birthdays over the summer where we
will provide each student with their crown and toy.
• There will be several opportunities to volunteer this spring: Giving Circle, A-Thon, Teacher
Appreciation, and Closing Programs… stay tuned for ways you can continue to be involved
in our preschool program.
• THANK YOU to all who have come in and offered their time in our classrooms during Parent
Visiting Days. We are so fortunate to have such a kind, caring, and supportive parent body!
We couldn’t do what we do without YOU!

Our year-long studies of Fairy Tales and Nursery Rhymes and have delved into “once upon a
time scenes” from many of the following stories: The Three Little Pigs, The Three Bears, The
Three Billy Goats Gruff, The Little Red Hen, The Gingerbread Man… just to name a few. We are
excited about the possibilities of comparing, contrasting, and acting out even more stories and
scenes from these far-off lands this spring!

